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Enquiries:

Hyogo Prefecture Residents 

Delegation visits Washington State

To commemorate the 55th anniversary of sister-state relations 
between Hyogo Prefecture and Washington State, a delegation of 26 
Hyogo residents visited Washington State. The trip lasted 8 days from 
July 24 (Tue) to 31st (Tue) 2018. Members of the delegation took part 
in ceremonies celebrating the 55th anniversary of the sister-state 
agreement in Olympia city, the capital of Washington state on the 
27th, as well as a signing ceremony between Hyogo Prefecture and 
Washington State in a joint statement declaring they will continue to 
exchange in a wide range of fields.

Visiting the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial
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In Seattle city, they enjoyed their 
stay seeing the SeafairTorchlight 
parade and strolling through the 
beautiful cityscape. They visited 
San Francisco and enjoyed the 
summer days of the West Coast. 
Throughout the visit they 
experienced the further 
deepening of interactions 
between Hyogo and Washington 
and were able to make fond 
memories of the trip.

Signing ceremony

Seattle SeafairTorchlight Parade



110th Anniversary of Japanese Immigration to Brazil 

- Hyogo Residents Delegation Visit -

Kobe Japanese Teaching Volunteer Association for 

Returnees from China

The classroom

Original Japanese textbooks published by 
the association

An impressive 130 attendees at the 30th anniversary reception

Weinterviewedfirst-generation 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅέΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǎŀƛŘ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
ǘƻǳƎƘέΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ 
While the average age of returnees 
is continuing to rise, this class has

They now have exchange students from overseas joining in the class, and 
so the number of young people is increasing. Vice-Chairman Zhangsaid: 
ά²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ 
ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜέΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦŜŜƭ 
ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ŝǎǎŀȅ 
competition.
The Kobe Japanese Teaching Volunteer Association for Returnees from 
China accepts anyone wishing to learn Japanese and continues to support 
them for as long as they need, and their activities will surely continue to 
develop in the years to come.

Friends
of

Hyogo

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ IL!Ωǎ άIbashoŦƻǊ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ

¢ƘŜ άGaidai¦ƴƛǘȅ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ 
Currently there are about 70 learners and 90 volunteers(including 20 students 
ŦǊƻƳ YƻōŜ /ƛǘȅ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ άDǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘέύ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
vibrant atmosphere.

[Who are the Returnees from China?]
Japanese who were stranded in China after the 

war and lived there along with their families. 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ΨibashoΩΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΦ 

Last year in 2017. The Kobe Japanese Teaching Volunteer Association for 
Returnees from China had their 30th anniversary since founding. At the time of 
founding, volunteering was not yet common and they struggled to have their 
activities understood. Also, students from the Kobe City University of Foreign 
Studies have continued to take part as volunteers since its inception.

A HyogoResidentsDelegationof 19 membersvisitedBraziland stayedfor
elevendaysbetween July14-24. Thisyear is the 110th anniversaryof the
initial Japaneseimmigration to Brazil accomplishedby the KasatoMaru,
which departedfrom Kobeport carrying781 peopleand arrived in Santos,
Brazilin 1908.

Duringthe visit this year,the delegationattendedceremoniesfor the 110th
anniversaryof the immigrationto Brazilheld in ParanáandSãoPaulostates,
which havefriendly relationswith HyogoPrefecture. Theycelebratedwith
localresidentsandfurther deepenedthe friendshipbetweenboth regions.

In addition, delegation members participated in a large-scale Japanese
festivalheld in SãoPauloandvisitedscenicsitessuchasthe WorldHeritage
IguazuFalls,Riode JaneiroandsistercitiessuchasParanaguáandCuritiba.
Theyrediscoveredthe wondersof Braziland built closerrelationshipswith
localassociationsof peoplefrom HyogoPrefecture. All in all, it turned out
to bea wonderfultrip full of memorableexperiences.

From top to 
bottom:

The delegation 
at the Botanical 

Garden of 
Curitiba

Meeting with 
the Governor 

and Officials of 
Paraná

Hyogo Booth at 
the Japan 

Festival, São 
Paulo

IL! ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ άGaidai¦ƴƛǘȅ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άYƻōŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 
¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ wŜǘǳǊƴŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƴŀέΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ



A new Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) has arrived!

I fell in love with Japan when I studied Japanese at university. I studied at Meijo
University in Aichi Prefecture for 6 months as an exchange student when I was in my 
second year in university. At Meijo University, I studied not only Japanese but also 
business administration. I took part in university events and a training camp for my 
seminar class, during which many people were very kind to me including my teachers. I 
stayed with a Japanese family, worked part-time and even travelled. I was able to see 
many aspects of Japan and had a very fulfilling time with many fond memories. After 
graduation, I have returned to Japan about once a year and I continue to become more 
and more attracted to this country. 

LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ /Lw ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IȅƻƎƻ tǊŜŦŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
ƛƴ IȅƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ IȅƻƎƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
further introduce Chinese culture to Japan, so that more people here can learn about and 
ƭƻǾŜ /ƘƛƴŀΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ

I look forward to meeting you during my time here!
IȅƻƎƻΩǎ п /Lwǎ

We had a welcome party!

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ Ƙƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IL! ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŎƭǳōΦ 
They enjoyed dancing, a jazz performance and 
lottery in which the winners received prizes brought 
from Oxford and Cambridge. The room was filled 
with cheerful voices and everyone had a wonderful 
time.

Elizabeth and Lauren came 
to HIA!

HIA accepted two 
university students 
from July 23rd (Mon) 
to 27th (Fri): Elizabeth 
from Cambridge and 
Lauren from Oxford. 
They held English 
conversation 
workshops, where 
around 60 students

The Oxbridge English Summer Camp is an
international program in which students from the
Universitiesof OxfordandCambridgein the U.Kvisit
schoolsandother organizationsin Hyogoprefecture.
They run Englishconversation classesand other
cultural exchange events to promote friendship
betweenthe two countries.

Summer CampOxbridge English

~ 2018 ~

studied hard in the elementary and intermediate level 
classes. Elementary school students also immersed 

Elizabeth presenting

Lauren teaching 
verb forms

We held a Welcome 
Party at the Kobe Club on 
July 18 (Wed) for 11 
Oxbridge students. The 
party was attended by 
around 130 people 
including members of the 
hosting organizations, the

themselves in 
English songs and 
games with 
Elizabeth and 
Lauren in the 
ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ƛƴ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΗέ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ

Dance performance by host students 
Oxbridge students also joined in!

Grassroots 
Exchange

Hello everyone, my name is Wang Xiushengand I am from Hainan in China.

MsWang


