JAPAN UNITED STATES PHILIPPINES

Three Countries, Many Stories

Welcome to Shirley's world

What is it like to make Japan your home while carrying a little of America and the Philippines in your heart?
Meet Shirley Ando - educator, grandmother of five, and a curious learner who believes there is always
something new to discover.

Shirley has lived and worked in Japan for more than twenty years and now calls Kobe home. Born in the
Philippines, she moved to San Francisco as a teenager with three younger siblings. In her first year at San
Francisco State University, she met her future husband, a student from Japan beginning his master's degree.
Their meeting began a life connecting countries, cultures, and family.

After raising their family in San Francisco, Hawaii, and Oregon, they moved to Japan with a shared purpose: to
create a program where students could learn English through English. At Otemae University in Hyogo, Shirley

served as director of Language Education of Otemae (LEO) before retiring as an associate professor. She and
her husband look back with pride on the opportunities the program opened for students.

Her work also brought an unexpected gift: a renewed connection to the Philippines. By incorporating service
learning into the university's international curriculum, Shirley rediscovered the Filipino roots she once thought
were overshadowed by her American upbringing.

Today, she sees herself as an American with Filipino roots, with a life reaching across Japan, the United
States, and the Philippines. Each country is part of who she is, and each offers stories to share.

Retirement has brought time for new discoveries. Shirley is learning the ukulele, creating websites, and staying
curious about a changing world. Above all, she hopes to enjoy many more years watching her five
grandchildren grow.

Curious about life in Japan through someone else's eyes?
Come get to know Shirley, share in her discoveries, and explore the everyday experiences that
connect us.
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